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Coach T.’s Overview:

I have always been asked this same question, “why do we need to study history, why is to know the past
important to me?” Many individuals with that sort of attitude towards history will say that it promotes nothing more
than pure memorization on the part of the student. I am not going to say that there are not teachers out there that
focus too heavily on the factual aspect of history, which is an unfortunate thing since the subject offers so much more
beauty. Of course, studying past people, events and facts is one facet of historical study but not the sole one. If
students can better understand the past, then it will ultimately help them in becoming better citizens. Being able to
appreciate different people and societies will allow the students to see the world with a more of an open mind and
heart consequently preventing them from possible narrow-minded thinking that unfortunately plagues way too many
people today. History can also provide the person with a true identity and moral understanding. Who am I and
where did I and my family come from? These are all questions that history can easily answer. Studying historical
documents and writings can also facilitate the student in developing certain skills such as assessing diverse sources of
information, reading, writing, and interpreting various forms of historical data. The list of history’s importance can
be a long one but in the end we, I, would like the subject to provide students with the opportunity to enjoy
storytelling at its best, enhance their critical thinking and allow them to develop into the best human beings they can
possibly become since they can understand why the world is the way it is today... because of its past history!

As the course guide states, this PRE-AP American History course is designed for students with a high
academic interest and strong work ethic. This course obviously is also geared to prepare students for future AP
classes and tests. With this in mind, while acquiring the background knowledge of the history of the U.S. from
colonization through Reconstruction, students in the PRE-AP course will be expected to be able to organize this
knowledge in various note formats, be able to analyze many historical documents and become proficient in the
writing processes of SAQ’s, DBQ’S and LEQ’s.

Pre-AP: (taken from: https://pre-ap.collegeboard.org/about/overview)
Pre-AP is about achieving results for all students. Here’s how the program is designed to accomplish that.
o Engaging resources meet students where they are.
e Meaningful feedback shows teachers where each student needs additional support and focus.
o Effective practice helps every student to build, strengthen, and master content knowledge and skills.
¢ Flexibility in instructional resources honors the skill and authority of teachers.
¢ Challenging coursework emphasizes key literacy, quantitative, and analysis skills across all five disciplines
and reinforces these skills in multiple classroom experiences.
e Open access—a program requirement—means that Pre-AP courses and their high-quality instruction and
assessments will serve all students.

Comal ISD Overview:
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Pre-AP American History is a writing intfensive course that is designed for students with a high academic interest and
strong work ethic. This course addresses the College and Career Readiness standards by implementing strategies which
develop the skills, habits of mind, and concepts needed for higher level thinking and o prepare students for Advanced
Placement courses in high school. Students study the history of the United States from colonization through
Reconstruction. Students analyze political, economic, religious and social events and issues related to the colonial and
revolutionary eras, the creation and ratification of the U.S. Constitution, the challenges of the early Republic, the Age of
Jackson, westward expansion, sectionalism, Civil War and Reconstruction. Students examine the physical characteristics
of the U.S. and theirimpact on how and where Americans lived, the American beliefs and principles reflected in
historical documents such as the U.S. Constitution, the effects of major Supreme Court cases and major reform
movements of the 19th century and examine the rights and responsibilities of citizens of the United States as well as the
importance of effective leadership in a constitutional republic. Students evaluate the impact of science and fechnology
on the development of the U.S. A wide variety of primary and secondary source materials is used fo feach the strands of
knowledge and skills listed in the TEKS through independent reading, analytical writing and in-depth discussions. Students
may choose to independently complete a history fair project and to participate in the history fair competition.
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Coach T.’s Classroom Rules and Consequences

RULES
RESPECT!
Perseverance.
Responsibility.
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Consequence
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Warning: “Immediacy”.
Student/Parent Contact.

Classroom/ Lunch Detention.
Office Referral (Administrator Punishment).
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